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ADDRESS
15 Union St. Suite #120

Lawrence, MA 01840

PHONE
978.552.3439
978.420.7920

EMAIL
info@elevatedthought.org

marquis@elevatedthought.org

WEBSITE
www.elevatedthought.org

SOCIAL MEDIA
: @elevated_thought

: facebook.com/elevatedthought

: vimeo.com / elevatedthought
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Without Elevated Thought, I would not have known the art of 
social justice, nor would I have understood 

the importance of community. These lessons have provided 
the foundation to my learning, to my passions and to 

my outlook on life. ET helped form a young timid high schooler 
into an independent and successful woman proud of her identities —

for they are my civic defiance within an unwelcoming world.

Junielly Vargas
Providence College Senior

Former ET Participant 
& Youth Activism Leader

Currently supports ET’s social justice research initiatives
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Being a part of Elevated Thought in high school 
has had a tremendous impact on my art and the way 

I viewed community. It has helped me realize the importance of art 
and its correlation with social justice. 

ET has nurtured my growth as a leader, collaborator and artist.  

Michelle Collado / @artsmind
Rhode Island School of Design Junior

Former ET Participant & Youth Leader
Currently an ET Collaborating Artist



5MISSION AND VISION 

How it
Works

Using visual arts, spoken word, photography and 
video production as an entry point in raising 
consciousness, ET is an inclusive, affirming, and 
welcoming space for youth. Through its tested 
model, youth involved with ET gain both hard and 
soft skills, secure jobs, advance their education, and 
make positive, impactful, long-lasting changes 
through collaborations and participation in socially-
themed public art projects; margining their creative 
capacity with passion for social progress.  

Our
Mission 

Elevated Thought (ET) is an art and social justice 501(c)3 
organization based in Lawrence, MA. Through creative 
youth development, beautification projects, public 
outreach, and paid opportunities for BIPOC creatives, ET 
actively addresses forms of systemic injustice. We 
develop spaces for BIPOC youth and communities to 
engage and understand art's liberating power.



6NOTE FROM
We are fragile and finite beings who have been around less than a percent of the earth’s age. 
Though our time here has been and is limited, our species seems to have a sense of reality that 
whisper elements of truth that are hard to ignore. Love, hope, justice, morality. Those words are 
nuanced and challenging depending on where you’re from, what you believe and what you don’t. 
These truths can bind and break us. They can fill us up or drain us, left with longing to fill a void we 
unsuccessfully chase. This is part of the human experience. To love, to wonder, to ask questions, to 
believe and disbelieve. We should all have the opportunity to experience this type of introspection. 
We should all have the space and freedom to push the boundaries of what’s possible; to be guided 
in the journey of discovering the beauty and horrors of existence, past and present. Yet, that is not a 
given for everyone. Especially for youth, where the freedom to think, learn and create is so very 
crucial to their individual trajectories. Yet, the opportunities for that can be so limited.

We’re grateful that we have been able to progress in the midst of the chaos and consistent reality 
shifts that has defined 2020. We are here. The ET community grows. 2021 will be another year of 
evolution as we sink our teeth into the necessary work we’re committed to and increase the 
opportunities where young people can build a foundation of self and face the social realities they exist 
in with more confidence and power. Another year of doing our small part to create a world conducive 
to human flourishing. Where creativity is an essential form of liberation.

Thank you for rocking with us.
Peace and Strength.     

MARQUIS VICTOR
Founding Executive Director
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JAN

In collaboration with Andover Bread Loaf, 
our EC workshop provided an opportunity 
for middle school students to explore their 

voice through different art mediums 
including photography, water-based spray 

paint, creative writing, and 
sound production.

Creating Through King Explore & Create
In collaboration with the Lawrence Public 

Library, we facilitated a photography 
workshop with students from Esperanza 

Academy and reflecting on how we, 
ourselves, can define and illustrate 

what makes us beautiful.

Self-Love

JAN JAN

YEAR IN REVIEW
HIGHLIGHTS

Facilitated by three ET artists, we held an 
intergenerational workshop celebrating 
and reflecting on Dr. King’s non-violent 

and anti-imperialist philosophy, strategy, 
and commitment to social justice.
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FEB FEB MAR

Our last family paint night before the 
COVID shutdown was straight up 

wholesome joy. 

We led a workshop at Pike Fest in 
February; a school-wide opportunity that 

engages students, teachers, staff and 
families to share their cultures, heritages, 
and personal passions. We spent the day 

recreating photos from some of our 
favorite photo books and exploring 

the nature of beauty.

The amazing folx from True Colors of 
Boston Theater Offensive facilitated a 

transformative and fun workshop for us 
right before COVID hit. 

Boston Theater Offensive Pike FestFamily Paint Night 

YEAR IN REVIEW
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MAR MAR MAY

Marquis followed up a talk by the 
incredible Maria Garcia, Senior Editor at 

WBUR’s The ARTery, by speaking on 
youth-led creations as a form of 

social justice. 

PC: Social Innovation Forum

A culmination of all those afternoons 
Celeste and J-V spent with our Guilmette
Middle School crew growing, learning, and 
creating together. From priming the mural 
to stencil work, and references, the young 

women of Guilmette were hands-on in 
every phase of this mural that was lead 

produced by Alex J. Brien. 

In addition to making coloring books 
available for the public to download, we 
dropped off copies at local businesses 
taking orders during the pandemic. We 

know that not all families have access to 
the internet let alone a printer. These 
coloring books  were complimentary 

with orders. 

ET Coloring BooksGuilmette Mural SIF Social Issue Talk

YEAR IN REVIEW
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MAY JUN JUL

This year, the annual Social Innovator 
Showcase became a two-part virtual 
series, highlighting the 2020 Social 

Innovators including Elevated Thought. On 
May 28, Marquis spoke on the origins, 
history and future of ET while breaking 

down our future goals and needs 
to expand our work. 

After graduating from Bridgewater State 
University  in May 2020 with a degree in 

English, with concentrations in Latin 
American, Caribbean, and African 

American studies, Amaryllis Lopez joined 
ET as Program Director. Amaryllis joined 
ET in the fall of 2015 while in high school 

and was our first ever Youth Leader. 

In collaboration with MassCreative, we 
joined the Create the Vote Steering 

committee to help increase participation in 
elections through voter registration, 
education, and turnout leveraging 

our creative capacity.

Create the Vote 2nd Full-Time Staff MemberSIF Showcase

YEAR IN REVIEW
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AUG SEP OCT

In August, we launched the Creative 
Resistance Institute, which invites young 

people (15-18) from the Merrimack Valley 
to a two-day training, introducing them to 

concepts of organizing, art’s role in 
community building, and more.

ET collaborating artist Michelle Collado
created a shirt design that was featured in 
195essential's upcoming Essential Voter 
collection, where 50% of the proceeds 

from the sale went to Seed the Vote, an 
organization dedicated to ending voter 
suppression. Her design also made it to 
marches and rallies across Philadelphia.  

Hosted by ET collaborating artist Mekhi 
Mendoza, we ran a  workshop introducing 
mind mapping and counter mapping while 

highlighting ways to strengthen ones’ 
experience of 

place beyond borders.

Mapping ResistanceVoter SuppressionCreative Resistance Institute

YEAR IN REVIEW
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Alex J. Brien created this playful piece 
representing the best things about being a 

child— enjoying the sunshine, flowers, 
healthy yummy snacks, friends, and 
surrounded by nature’s marvelous 

wonders at the YWCA’s Maria DiFilippo
Craotti playground in Lawrence.

YWCA Mural
We competed our fall beautification in 

November, creating four new murals and 
donating over $30,000 of public art to the 
city of Lawrence while collaborating with 

three new BIPOC creatives. 

Beautification
A feature in the Boston Globe about 
new funding support from the New 
Commonwealth Fund gives us even 

more hope and motivation 
going into 2021. 

New Commonwealth Fund

OCT NOV DEC

YEAR IN REVIEW
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122020

2019

New Community Partners

9

122020

2019

Commissions (video / mural / design / creative consulting)

7

122020

2019

New Grant Funders

$2K

$30K2020

2019

Donated Beautification Projects (in Lawrence)



14YEARLY BUDGET GROWTH
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Dollar Amount by Year

Our annual budget increased by
64% from 2019 to 2020. 

12%+EARNED INCOME

82%+GRANT FUNDING

483%+DIRECT PUBLIC SUPPORT

1,400%+BEAUTIFICATION DONATIONS



152020 FUNDING SOURCES

REVENUE
STREAMS

Commissions1

Grants2

Individual & Corporate Giving
+ In-Kind Support 3

Youth Program Services4

11%

75% 1%

13%



16NEW COLLABORATING ARTISTS

Collaborating with three new BIPOC 
creatives led to our most expansive 
beautification season yet. From 
meeting each other over zoom and 
doing a social distanced location scout 
to a final photo shoot in the November 
chill. We were grateful to have 
collaborated with such gifted 
and soulful individuals. Rixy Fernandez

@rixyfz
Chanel Thervil
@chanelthervil

Mattaya Fitts
@misfitmuses
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20PROJECT HIGHLIGHT
After over a year in planning and readjusting plans due to 
the pandemic, we joined Essex County Community 
Foundation (ECCF), Tom Borrup of Creative Community 
Builders and the Merrimack Valley Planning 
Commission (MVPC) to create Place and Meaning 2020, 
a cultural asset Mapping project centering on the spaces 
that are meaningful to residents of Merrimack Valley. 
This initiative seeks to pinpoint the epicenters of 
community and highlight third places and important 
landmarks by asking Merrimack Valley residents 
which spaces are the most significant to them.

Led by our Productions Director, Alex J. Brien, we created 
the Merrimack Valley Expression Book 2020 as a tribute to 
the places, spaces, and people that make living in the 
Merrimack Valley meaningful, especially in this 
challenging year. Artists of different ages and communities 
submitted a wide range of art reflecting on space and 
meaning. We’re grateful to for another collaboration 
with longtime supporter, ECCF. 
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NEW FUNDERS IN 2020 CONTINUED FUNDERS
JAKET Foundation
Social Innovation Forum 
The New Commonwealth Fund
Van Otterloo Family Foundation 
The Barr Foundation 
New England Endowment for the Arts 
Mass Humanities 
Arts Place America
Forest Foundation
Dee & Kingman Webster Foundation
Foley Hoag Foundation
Beane Family Foundation  

Nellie Mae Education Foundation
Amelia Peabody Foundation

The Stevens Foundation
Mass Cultural Council

Essex County Community Foundation
Wilard C Tilson Foundation

Nordson Corporation Foundation
Orville W Forté Charitable Foundation

RAMSLEG Foundation
Rogers Family Foundation

Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation 
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Alex J. Brien
@sAwro



THANK YOU




